Oytz, Oycz, Oyezl 


One o( my involute, cimuiementi, a* a child, wa* attending count. 

Count tan held thnee time* a yean, in oun county, and the ie*iion* dnevi 
an aduditnct that compniied moit o{ the able bodied people ion milei 
anound. Fanmen* came to tou/n in the monning, bninging thein wive* and childnen 
with them, and ipent the day. Thein buying, and idling, and tnading wene 
all a pant oi the incidental activate* oi count week. I can nememben oun 
noon dinnen table duning count, iunnounded by countleii and casual couiini 
from Gneenbank and the Level*. 

A bell in the towen. oi the Counthouie iummoned the devotee*. Evenyone 
came. Even the dogi made a point oi being pneient. A wcuten ipanid, bdonging 
to a intend oi mine, amwened eveny tolling oi that bell, uihethen hi* iamily 
umet on not. Whenever the Counthouie bell nang, he hunnied to the Countnoom. 
He even attended Teachen'i idititute until tho*e meeting* wene moved to the 
High School. He iinally came to be looked upon a* an hononed memben oi the 


Ho wonden Count wa* an internal pant oi my Hie, and the Hie oi my intend*: 
Oun iathen* wene lawyem; oun uncle*, clenk*; and oun iliten*, itenognaphen*. 

Oun hou*e* wene gnouped anound the Counthouie. We wene *o clo*e to that 
building and the adjacent jail that oun voice* counted eaiily inom one to the othen 
Sometime* they cannied too ea*ily. An old man who had wonked ion. u* wa* 
frequently incancenated became oi hi* iondne** ion conn Hquon. Hi* cnie* 

{nom the jail window wene audible, and u*ually eiiicaelou*. "Oh Lond, Oh 
{•oc< He would wail." Come and gel me out oi thi* place." My iathen and the 

M Rjrpu mind - nntu mu inthon wa* a mone nne*ent 


Scmtlo »m they carried too easily. An old man who had wonnea ton us was 
fir oidtr.Hi/ incarcerated because of, his fondness fon conn liquon. His cKies 
from the jail mind.ro mere audible, and usually efficacious. "Oh Load, Oh. 

. f me out of this place." My father and the 
' i/i 8 ill’s mind, - only my father was a mo>le present 
help, since he invariably baited Bill out, and the Load, seemingly, neves, paid 
much attention to him. 

Ke used to bet on the outcome of thetnials, and argue oven. our fathens' 
p omens, loch believed hen fathen to be mone eloquent and mone persuasive than 
the others. Since they wene often opposed, defending and prosecuting, we were at 
wan, too. Cr.c of my good fniends and I battled oven a murder case fon yeans. And 
Ous day 1 don’t cane whethen the man was acquired on not, X stilt believe 
he kitted his wife! 

When we went to count we did not sit back in the benches provided for the 
on lookers. Ho sir, we sat up front with the lawyers. We were a pant of the Court 
w-cmen, Children and dogs, all cluttered up the bar. We were pretty well behaved, 
on th.e whole, quiet and attentive; but not so the dogs. Oun Jacket, and Ur. 

Hill’s Rowdy did not cane fon each othen. They wene both Airedales, somewhat 
elderly and set in their ways. In the midst of an important point in a case 
they were likely to start growling and stalk, stiff - legged, around each 
other. Sometimes the fight could be averted, but occassionally there was an 
added attraction in the Court Room - an honest to goodness dog fight. It was 
unfortunate, of course, when these little disturbances broke the continuity of a 
trial. It was after one such fracas that the judge threatened to fine my 
father and Ur. Hill for contempt of court if they brought those damn dogs into 
the Courtroom again. Poor Tackel! he had to be tied upon court days, thereafter. 
It nearly broke his heart. 
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I neveA did c 


Since oua town had no moviet and few playt, the couAtiwo m took the plaa 
'i the theatae with ut. When the contain note on an exciting thiol we wouic 
>e in oua box tealt, the chaint to the night of the Judge. Thote weAe oua 
tual placet, although duAing one June teim 1 tat on the open window night 
etide the juAy box. What a week that wat; I wat almoit on the Juhyl We *u 
n oua teatt ttnaight tnhough the penfonmnee until noon Aeeett. Then we 1 
me to dinnh A and heaAd oua fathent’ commenti on the moAningt eventt. Ulh< 
ie aftennoon tettion convened we aihed oua fatheht' opinions with the 


of vetenan junittt. We weighed the evidence phetented with infinite c -f 
patience; and we decided the catet long befone the fohtmu 1 of the Juny hoc 
l ed hit little tlip of papeA to the c leak. The outcome of a thiol held 
ut the tame fatcination that a football tcoAe holdt foA a modenn child. 
e hount of waiting foA the vehdict ant at Aeal to ut, even get, at the f 1 
y itodung today. 


Of counte, it might be a 



tuppoted that oua conotant attendance in a couhtn 
_ . t chanacteA. Not to, the judge and the co " 
by oua fnank admlnation and negulan attendance, kept 
monalt. WheneveA thene wat anything of a quettionable 
iucted into the evidence the judge would moke hit announces 
and childAtn mutt leave the countnoom." And Annie Lange, the 
the fiAtt to depaht! 






Arson larceny, and manslaughter were a part of my vocabulary when I tw* 
still a baby We followed the. procedure of the courtroom and tried cases 
ourselves. They were never very successful, however, becau^we could no* 
find, in our number, an impartial judge. 

We were all secretly desirous of being called as witnesses. Once my 
hopes were almost realized. A man broke into our house, one night and was 
about to set our house on fire when my sister surprised him. When he woe 
tried 1 felt certain I would at last receive the coveted summons. I was the. 
envy of my friends. But the trial was carried on, and a conviction 4ecu* id, 
without my assistance. I was insulted; and besides my chinchilla coat, o 
variety of clothe, don't misunderstand me, which had been soaked with 
kerosene by the defendant, was kept in that condition as exhibit A, to be » 
to the jury; and the kerosene smell never did come out. 

Since our town had no movies and feu) plays, the courtroom took the piece 
of the theatre with us. When the curtain rose on an exciting trial we u>oul 
be in our box. seats, the chairs to the right of the Judge. Those were ouJi 
usual places, although during one June term I sat on the open window rtghr. 
beside the jury box. What a week that was; I was almost on the Juryl We r 
in our seats straight trhough the performance until noon recess. Then we> 
home to dinnr r and heard our fathers' comments on the mornings events. win 
the afternoon session convened we aired our fathers’ opinions with the 
aplomb of veteran jurists. We weighed the evidence presented with infu- tt 
and oationno• *l. ..... o.... i ni the Juij It 




Since oua town had no movie* and tew play*, the countnoom took the. place, 
oi the thcatAe with u*. When the contain none on an exciting thiol we would 
be in out box seat*, the chain* to the night oi the Judge. Tho*e wens, oua 
oiual plica, although dunlng one June team I not on the open window night 
baide the juny box. What a week that wan; 1 wan almost on the Junyl We n -• 
in oua seat* ntnalght tnhough the penionmance until noon nece&i. Then we . 
home to dlnnn n and heand oua iathen *' comment* on the monnlngi event*. W : . 
the aitennoon &a*ion convened we alned ouA iathen*' opinion* with the 
aplomb oi vetenan junlit*. We weighed the evidence pne*ented with iniinitz z 
and patience; and we decided the ca*e& long beione the ioneman oi the Jual hi 
hand ed hi* little *llp oi papen to the clenk. The outcome oi a tnlal held 
ion u* the *ame iaiclnation that a iootball icone hold* ion a modenn chili. 
ten*e houn* oi waiting ion the vendlct one a* neat to u*, even yet, a* tie \ 
in my itocklng today. 


Oi couA*e, it might be *uppo*ed that oua con&tant attendance in a couxL ioi 
neiult in *ome damage to oua chanacten. hot *o, the judge and the count, no 
doubt ilattened by oua inank admihatlon and AegulaA attendance, kept a itnlci 
watch upon oua mohal*. Wheneven thene wa* anything oi a que&tlonable natwzr 
to be intno ducted Into the evidence the judge would, make hi* announcement. 

'Ml ladte* and childAen mu*t leave the couAtnoom ." And Annie Lange, the ti 
hu**y, wa* alway* the iihit to depaht! 



Music - and the Child 


1 spent my childhood and grew up In a small town. That phrase, gret « up, 
cl lUtrally flue, ion when I gnew I didn't fool around uiith Inches, I gnew by 
the yard, and finally attained a mature height which Is stilt regarded as 
phenomenal; and which Is not altogether, unrelated to my rr steal Hie, especially 

the recitals. 

In that age and town no iemale 0 (S the species was regarded as a lady unless 
she had taken, or was taking, music lessons. By music lessons we meant piano 
lessons. The other musical Instruments were sublimely disregarded. My mother, 

°( course, was determined that my social attainments should compare favorably 
with my friends’. She was even ambitious far me. Once she told me that her joy 
would know no bounds If someday I could take cousin Grace's place at the 
Presbyterian Church and play for services! 

The question of ability, or talent, or Inclination did not enter Into con¬ 
sideration. T c , the soCictir o<S the town music lessons were In the same category 
with spelling lessons. The/were a necessary part o<S every young girls training. 

To me, they were In the same class with colored- Only, Instead of taking them twice 
a year, I had a dose twice a week. The only time I laid a finger on the piano 
was during my half hour lessons. I did not practice; when my mother mentioned 
the piano, I took to the tree tops. 

As the years go past I grow more and more certain that there Is no music in 
my soul. My Aunt Ethel once told me of a relative of hers who said that he 
knew two tunes, one was Yankee Doodle and one wasn’t. I'm not quite In that 
class. I do know the "Star Spangled Banner" when I hear It, and usually, If the 
melody is not too obscure 1 can recognize some of the current popular music. X(5 
I hear a piece of music about fifty times I can sing it. Of course, I provide 
variations not included In the original score, and I don’t even know what "key" 

7 "« T am alone. 



mu doling mu half houH tenant. I did not priacc tee; nn<u> ...» -- _ 

tht pt.xn,-, J took to the triee topi. 

At tht ytaxt go pait 1 gnoui moat and mom certain that them ii no muiic in 
mu teat. Pi) hint Ethel once told me of a negative of hem who iaid that he 
knew Ooo tuna, one wai Vankee Doodle and one wain’t. I'm not quite in that 
clan. 1 do know the "Stan Spangled BanneA" when I heart it, and uiually, if, the 
melody it not too obicum I can mcognize iome of, the cuMient populati muiic. if 
7 heat ,t piece of muiic about fifty timet I can ting it. Of coume, I provide 
vaxiatiom not included in the original icom, and I don't even know what "key" 
meant; but I can ententain mytelf when I am turn I am alone. 

Pevexthelen, I took muiic letioni fori iix yearn. E veriy Tuetday and eveny 
Fiiday 1 dnagged my muiic noil and my xelactant feet to Pitt Shugno't ttudio, 
and enduAed a half houA of toAtune. Pitt ShugAo counted time while I played. 

1 ncveri played mom than a few barn until I would make a miitake and have to ttant 
over again. A t a Aeiult, I uiually achieved a mechanical knowledge of the firnt 
part of the exenciiei, but I neveri knew anything about the ending. I would caAtuy 
a iheet of muiic about with me until it finally woAe out and went to piecet, but 
I neveri knew the lent tinei. 

Kiii ShugAo once called heA enterle muiic clait togetheA and told ui ihe 
had decided to give priizei at the end of the yeah foA excellence in om woAk. 

She wai iuAe that each of ui could win a priize if ihe only tAied. We weAe all 
talented, and with ouA notarial gifti all we needed wai a tittle phactice. This 
ipecial diipeniation did not botheA me at all. I went my uiual way and finally 
iprUng, and the end of the muiieal year t, aAnived. One of my fxiendi told me that 
each of ui wai going to Aecelve a ptUze. To iay that I wen iuApruied ii not 
adequate. My cuAioiity knew no boundi. To iave my ioul I could not think 
of any muiieal excellence of mine that would meAit a prUzei i gave it up, 
cf Pcii Shugrw could think of a priize fox me, ihe won an exceedingly imaAt lady. 


P\*.ze day came, and I received a poize ion always being on time ion. my lessons! \ 

The pool o( my musical education I hated moot, the iynctlon that, to me, 
man an agony almost beyond endubance, was the yeanly becital. On this supebb 
occassion the town came to the Opena Houle en masse to hean. us play. 


An Opena Houle In a town oi tell than two thouland Inhabitant! h a 
diitinct anachnonhm. The title, howeveb, ll not In any way, belated to iact, 
but, since the gentleman who built the ediiice thus ianeliully dubbed It, It an 
always the "Opena Houle" to us. How It houses some sevenal chevbolets and 
lenves as a ganage, but It is still the Opena House. At diHebent stages in 
its caneen it leaved In vanled capacities. Obiginally stock companies penionme. 
these, and amatewi theatnlcals wene pnodeced upon its stage. It was in the cm 
oi a neheansal ion the "Pied Pipes, oi Hamelin," to which I was lending my 
Incompanable histnionic ability in the pant oi a big gney not, that I saw in ti 
shadow oi the wings, a gentleman kiss a young lady. Ton. yeans I waited ion. a c 
susely ionth coming manninge. I am still waiting! Basketball games wene play. 

Amusu Theatne pnesented "The Diamond Pnom the Sky" and "The Tnon 
those wonthy senlals oi an eanJUen day, within its pontals. Pon. a least 
st became a skating sink. When the Pn.esbytenlan Chunch was being nebuilt oun 
senvAces wene held these and uniontunately, dunlng the chunch ena the sigus oj 
Vnb** ocm P* a * /LOIU Atilt detonated the building. A cousin oi mine Isom New 


. --r j ajiic. uunA.UA.ng. n cuuscn nunc ('ll™ 

nn, accompanied my mothen to chunch these one Sunday mobning. Being possess t 
i ^ AeJUe humon he had to be led, choking, ibom the "chunc 

Amd > " Von,t ^ on Me Plook.- "No bevensing," 

mothen M t ! 0UM ’ ” Wo a kidding on the cobnens." "No Vbunks Allowed"! Uy 

so embannassed 1 doubt ii she has even iobgiven him. 


Provided ,*!f e ^Mal event oi the yean, became a pant oi the enten. ini nt 

Ahivened in the uUnas uih^r*" We ', dA J uie J d M oun best and leaned to death, 



lervtces wt( held there and unioAtunately, duAing the chuAch via the SiguTol 
jcwet eccuptations stiff decorated the building. A cousin oi mine iron Nao 
Vonk, accompanied mu mother to church there one Sunday morning. Being possv^-i 
Ci a mad and dci ttiih sense o(i humor he had to be led, choking, irom the "chin 
upon idiae K«t Us he had Acad, "Von't spit on the FlooA." "No reversing," 

Tuxntu Centi an Hours," "No skidding on the comers." "No Vnunks A (lowed" l Hu 
mother ms so embarrassed I doubt ii she has ever iorgiven him. 

Our Accitat, the musical event oi the year, became a paAt oi the enteric, r 
provided at the Opera House. We, dAessed in oua best and scaAed to death, 
shivered in the icings while oua iond and doting paAents waited out iront ioA 
thciA prodigies to peAioAm. The yeaAly program was arranged according to at Lt ? 
the beginners appeasing iiASt and the moAe skilled playeAS coming, by way of Oi 
at the end. Needless to say, X was always one oi the iiASt performers o{ tl j 
evening. Even when my contempoAaAi.es weAe pAesenting the grand finale,, I, 
overgrown, awkward, suiieAing an agony oi shyness, stumbled ocaoss the stag . aiic. 
played my little "TAa la la la." As the second on the pAogAam in a class o, 
twenty odd. Those seeitals did something to my sou t ~. I find 1 cannot speak ' 
them with levity; they leit a peAmanent scaA. 

Finally, aiteA six long yeaAS, and sevenal iAuitless Aebellious at home 
1 took matteas into my own hands. When 1 was excused iAom the School Aoom to 
go to the studio, I leit the schoolAoom but, I newi did Aeach my destinatiin 
l would hide ioA half an houA and Aead. When I was iinally discoveAed, and 
the music in my Hie came to an abAu.pt but timely end, I was iound behind the 
Episcopal ChuAch Aeading "The Call oi the Wild!" 


Pasteurized 


the last twenty years a battle has been raging In Mar 
llnton. I don't mean that we Inhabitants have been In a state 
of siege all that time. We have enjoyed periods of comparative 
quiet, usually during the winter months, when the skirmishing 
died down; but we have always known that permanent peace could 
never be ours. The question involved is of great magnitude and 
the Issue is vital; the citizens are partisan and intolerant; 
neither side has shown any disposition to mellow with age. Per¬ 
ennially, the fighting breaks out, now at a bridge party, now a 
the Ladies Aid, now in the Jury room. Laides grow insulting, 
gentlemen angry, ohildren belligerent. Every year a vote 




neither aids has ahoim an/ disposition to mellow with age. Per¬ 
ennially, the fighting breaks out, now at a bridge party, now at 
the Ladles Aid, now in the jury room. Laldes grow insulting, 
gentlemen angry, children belligerent. Every year a vote Is 
taken, an official vote. In a regular eleotion, and the outcome 
la always the same; -Cows are allowed to walk the streets of 
Marllnton unaccompanied. The county paper carries the headline, 
■Cows Win Again1» 

The town is divided; religion, politics and soandal take 
a back seat when the cow question comes up. Mrs. Martin is the 
leader of the anti-cow party, and Mr. Snow heads the pro-cow 
faotion. These commanders are unforgiving, and uncompromising. 
Mrs. Martin and Mr. Snow haven*t spoken for years. That la, they 
haven't spoken to each other; their loquaciousness on the burning 
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question. In other circles, increases daily. And their ■ethcrU 
of proselyting are not always above reproach. Hrs. Alton, an 
Anti-dow of several years standing, was heard voicing dedlde lly 
pro-cow sentiments, recently. Her surprised neighbors invea:). 
gated and the awful truth was revealed. Mrs. Alton had beei .i t 
recipient of several giftB of cream from Ur. Snowl 

The Pros, of course, are the cow ownerB. naturally, they 
want their animals to eat grass, and the only grating land la 
the valley Is along the Bide-walks and t>n?the vacant lotB of t f 
town. The Antis, however, oomplaln that therein liee the polr 
of the'whole situation. The cows not only grate on the va an 
lots, but &1bo in the gardens and yards and shrubbery of t. 3 
citizens; and this. In BDlte of the fact that high ploket *ence < 


their nn lnnl« to eat grass, 


ixy grazing land in 


the Talley la along the elde-walka and^bn.-tho vacant lota of the 
toen. The Antis, however, oompluln that therein lies the point 
of the whole situation. The cows not only graze on the vacs, 
lots, but also in the gardens and yards and shrubbery of the 
citizens; and this. In spite of the fact that high picket fences 
surround their property. Gates are sometimes left open by taro- 
less people, and the Indictment has been made, too, that sei en.il 
cows have opened gates themselves. Each time a resident ar oa 
In the morning and finds his spinach devoured, the Antis gain 
oonvert, and the fighting breaks out afresh. 

A relative of ours from the olty came to visit us one but t r. 
One night he played bridge until past midnight with some frier 
down the street, when he started home the town was dark, >ur 
town light company, assuming that all good citizens were at home 
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and safe in their beds by midnight, out off all the street lights 
at twelve o'clock. Any people who might be abroad after that late 
hour, should be ashamed of themselves, and glad to return home, 
unseen under cover of darkness. At any rate the young man started 
home, feeling his way along the fences. As he crept along the 
courthouse walk he stumbled and fell over a formidable and lively 
object, a suddenly awakened cow. His Bcreams aroused the town. 

I, myself, have never been a zealous supporter of either 
party, I have tried to remain neutral. I am one of those horrid, 
spineless, creatures who prefer peace at any price. But if I 
““ anvthlnw. I miesa I am a pro. Although we haven't owned a 


party. I h*v« triad to remain neuirni. j. »« »■» v > «>v«« .»»»«, 
spineless, oxaaturea who prefer peaoe at any price. But if I 
as anything, I guess I an a pro. Although we haven 1 1 owned a 
oow for aany years I recollect a delightful parade of my youth. 

My father led the procession, carrying the milk bucket; I followed, 
close upon his heels; Tackle, our lane Airedale dog, cane next; 
and ay two cats brought up the rear, tfe'merched* morning and even¬ 
ing from our bouse to the barn. f7e all superintended the milking, 
and upon our return to the house assisted in the consumption of 
the allk. Our ritual never varied. The three bowls on the baok 
poroh and one In the kltohen were filled and emptied twice a day. 

One summer, after I had been absent for the better part of 
a year, I casually remarked that the island in the bend of the 
creek was a picturesque spot; the cows grazing there lent an 
atmosphere of rural peace rarely found In a town the size of 
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Even shen I an absent I be kept informed as to developments 
Toe latest bulletin from the front Barries surprising news. The 
cows themselves have taken up the issue non. Heretofore they 
shorn little interest in the affttr, remaining calm and plaoid 
and unconcerned. But the oonstant bickering is beginning to tel 
The ooes are finally realizing that their far-famed contentment 
is threatened. They have taken steps. Mr. Burnell'a Daisy, 
wilfully and with malice aforethought, on Tuesday last, had a 
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Oyez, Oyez, Oyez l 


Out o{ my {avonite amusements, as a child, was attending count. 

Count tau held thnee tuna a yean in oun county, and the session.s dnew 
an aiiditnct that comprised most o{ the able bodied people ion miles 
ancund. Penmen cone to tom. in the moaning, bhinging thein wives and childnen 
with them, and ipent the day. Thein. buying, and setting, and tnading uiene 
all a pant oi the incidental activities oi count week. I can nememben. oun 
noon dlnnen table dunlng count, sunnounded by countiess and casual cousins 
inom Gntenbank and the Levels. 

A bell In the towen oi the Counthouse summoned the devotees. E venyone 
came. Even the dogs made a point oi being pnesent. A waten spaniel, belonging 
to a intend oi mine, answened eveny tolling oi that bell, whethen his iamily 
met on not. whenever the Counthouse bell hang, he hunnled to the CouMnoom. 
He even attended Teaches's institute until those meetings uiehe moved to the 
High School. He iinally came to be looked upon as an hononed memben oi the 


Ho wonden Count was an integhal pant oi my Hie, and the ti{e oi my intends: 
Oun {athens went lawyens; oun. uncles, clenks; and oun. sistens, stenognaphens. 

Oun houses went gnouped abound the Counthouse. We uiene so close to that 
building and the adjacent jail that oun voices eannied easily inom one to the othen 
Sometimes they eannied too easily. An old man who had wonked (jo/i us was 
ihtguently sncancenated because oi his iondness {on. conn tiquon. His cnies 
inom the jail window went audible, and usually e{{icacious. "Oh Lond, Oh 

wou ^ Mail." Come and get me out this place." My {othen and the 
i H k;pp>a mind - nnl.u mu iathen was a mone pnesent 


irmetint* they canned too eanty. Art old man who had wonnea ton ua wo* 

(xequcnt/v . r;rated btcauit erf hit fondneti fon conn liquon. Hit cnlei 
iurn tht jail a»«Xv uvK audible, and uiuaLly efficaciout. "Oh Land, Oh 
lot*. m He Mvuld waU." Come and get me out of thlt place." Hy fathen and the 
loud went both cmutaent In Bilt'i mend, - only my fathen wai a mone pnetent 
help, tenet ht invariably baited Bill out, and the Loud, teemingly, neve*, paid 
mtch attention to him. 

He uted to bet on the outcome of, thetniali, and angue oven oun fathem' 
p onru. Each believed hen. fathen to be mone eloquent and mone pemuative than 
the othevt. Since they wene often oppoted, defending and pnotecuting, we wene at 
uan. too. One of my good fniendt and 1 battled oven, a maiden, cone (So*, yearn. hnd 
Out day I don't cane whethen the man wat acquited on. not, I tlill believe 
he killed hit wife! 

When we went tc count we did not tit back In the benched provided fon the 
on lookent. Ho tin., we tat up fnont with the lawyent. We weAe a pant of the Count 
< (■omen, Children and dogi, all cluttened up the ban. We wene pnetty well behaved, 
on the whole, quiet and attentive; but not to the dogi. Oun Tackel, and Hn. 

Hill't Rowdy did not cane fon each othen. They wene both Alnedalei, iomewhat 
cldtnty and tet In theln way&. In the mldit of an Impontant point In a cate 
they wene likely to itant gnowting and italk, A tiff - legged, anound each 
othen. Scmetimet the fight could be avented, but occaiiinnally thene wai an 
added attnactlon in the Count Room - an honeit to gcodneit dog fight. It wai 
unfortunate, of counte, when theie little di&tunbancei bnoke the continuity of a 
tnial. It wat aften one iuch fnacai that the judge thneatened to fine my 
fathen and M n. Hill fon contempt of count if they bnought thoie damn dogi into 
the Countnoom again. Poon Tackel! he had to be tied upon count days, theneaften. 
It neanly bnoke hit heant. 


home to dinnn n and htand oua (athem' comentb on the. moiuungb event*. 
the aftennoon bebbion convened me tuned oun iathenb' opinion* with the 
aplomb o( vetenan junibtb. It'e weighed the evidence pnebented with injinite < 
and patience ; and we decided the cabtb tong be{one the ionemon o< the Jung haj- 
hand ed hib tittle blip o< papen to the clenk. The outcome oj a taint held 
(on ub the bame iabcinaticn that a {oothatl bcone holdb ion. a modenn child. T 
tenbe houAb o( waiting ion the vended one ab neat to a*, even yet, a* the ■ 
in my Hocking today. 

0{ count,e, it might be buppobed that oun conbtant attendance in a coi mtn, 
nebult in bome damage to oun chanacten. Not bo, the judge and the count, no 
doubt ilattened by oun inank admihation and negulan attendance, kept a btn<: ( 
natch upon cun monalb. Uheneven thene wab anything oi a quebtionahle natwu 
to be intncducted into the evidence the judge would moke hib announcement. 

All ladieb and childntn ma*t leave the countnoom." And Annie Lange, the > »' 
hubby, wab alwayb the Out to depant! 
















Uion laAcrny, and manslaughteA weAe a pant oi mj voeabulany when 1 „ „ 
a ijabu. we iotlowed the pnoceduAe oi the eouAtAoom and tnied cases 
ouAhelves. They weAe neven veny hucceshiul, howeven, becauAewe could not 
iind, In oua number, an impaAtial judge. 

Ue uieAe alt hecAetly desinous oi being called as witneshes. Once my 
hopes wene almost Aealized. A man bnoke into ouA house. one night and urn 
about to 6el ouA house on iine when my sisteA suApnised him. When he won 
tAied 1 ielt centain I mould at last Aeceive the coveted summons. 1 m the 
envy oi my intends. But the total was caxnled on, and a conviction seamed, 
without my assistance. I wai insulted ; and besides my chinchilla coat, c 
vaniety oi clothe, don’t misundeA&tand me, which had been soaked with 
kenosene by the deiendant, was kept in that condition as exhibit A, to be » 
to the juAy; and the keAosene smell neven did come out. 

Since oua tom had no movies and (Jew plays, the eouAtAoom took the place 
oi the theatAe with us. When the contain nose on an exciting tnial we woiu 
be in oua box seats, the chains to the night oi the Judge. Those wene ouji 
usual places, although diming one June tenm I sat on the open window nxght 
beside the juAy box. What a week that was ; I was almost on the JuAyl We n< 
in oua heats stAaight tnhough the peAionmance until noon Access . Then we 
home to dinrm. a and heand oua iathens' comments on the moAnings events. 

The aitennoon session convened we aimed ouA iathens’ opinions with the. 
aplomb oi vetenan junists. We weighed the evidence pnesanted with ini-o. te 
and oationxo- J o.~. *l.» Innomnn nl the Ju W 




k client by the dcjenoom, ««« ^ —- ^ - --, ~ 4rlou>1 

to die juxy; and the kenosene smell neven <Ud come out. 

Since oua town had no movies and few plays, the ccuAtnoom took the place 
of the thcaXAZ with us. When the cuAtain Aose on an exciting dual we would 
6c in out box seats, the chains to the flight of the Judge. Thoie wene oua 
usual piiccs, although duning one June team I bat on the open window night 
beside the juny box. What a week that was; I was almost on the Junyl We t 
in out seats stnaight tnhough the peAfonmance until noon Access. Then we 
home to dinnn A and heaAd ouA fatheAS' comments on the moAnings events. W 
the aftennoon session convened we ained oua fatheAS ' opinions with the 
aplomb of vetenan junists. We weighed the evidence pAesented with infinite : 
and patience; and we decided the cases long befone the fonrnan of the JuAi V 
hand ed his little slip of papeA to the clefik. The outcome of a tAial hi Id 
foA us the same fascination that a football scoAe holds foA a modeAn chile, 
tense houns of waiting foA the vendict one as Aeal to us, even yet, as tie \ 
in my stocking today. 

Of couAse, it might be supposed that oua constant attendance in a coum io. 
Aesult in some damage to oua chanacten. Not so, the judge and the couht, hj 
doubt flattened by oua fnahk admiAation and AegulaA attendance, kept a stnici 
watch upon oua moAals. WheneveA theAe was anything of a questionable natw.r 
to be intAoducted into the evidence the judge would moke his announcement. 

All ladies and childAen must leave the couAtAoom ." And Annie Lange, the t 
hussy, was always the fiASt to depant l 



Music - and the Clvild 


I spent my childhood and grew up in a small touin. That phrase, greul up, 
is literally true, < 0 * wheji I grew I didn't < 00 1 around with inches, I grew by 
the yaxd, and finally attained a m atuhe height which it still regarded at 
pr.enomcnat; and which it not altogether, unrelated to my 1 r sical Ufa, especially 
the recitals. 

In that age and town no female o( the tpeciet wat regarded at a lady unlett 
she had taken, or wat taking, muiic letiont. By mutic lettont we meant piano 
lettont. The other musical instruments were sublimely disregarded. My mother, 
o( course, wat determined that my tocial attainments should compare favorably 
with my friends 1 . She wat even ambitious far me. Once the told me that heA joy 
would know no bounds i& someday I could take cousin Grace’s place at the 
Presbyterian Church and play far tervicet! 

The question oi ability, or talent, or inclination did not enter into con- 
sideration. T ( . the soCnitr oi the town mutic lessons were in the same category 
with spelling lessons. They were a necessary part o{ every young girls training. 

To me, they were in the same class with coldytefT. Only, instead o£ taking them twice 
a year, l had a dose twice a week. The only time I laid a (inger on the piano 
was during my kali hour lessons. I did not practice; when my mother mentioned 
the piano, I took to the tree tops. 

hs the years go past 1 grow more and more certain that there is no music In 
my soul. My hunt Ethel once told me oi a relative oi hers who said that he 
knew two tunes, one was Vankee Voodle and one wasn't. I'm not quite in that 
class, i do know the "Star Spangled Banner" when I hear it, and usually, H the 
melody is not too obscure 1 can recognize some oi the current popular music, li 
J hear a piece oi music about faLfaty times 1 can sing it. Oi course, I provide 
variations pot included in the original score, and I don't even know w hat "key" 

»/ „,L„„ 7 „„ **•»» T am alone. 




did not pfiacXA.ce.; 


mu duUng m U halt It out t extent. 1 
the pout, I took to the tnee tops. 

Ax Ott mu 30 pai< I gnowi mode and mode cedtain that thene it no muxic in 
mu tout. Mu Aunt (that once told me o( a delative o( heat echo said that he 
tneu One tuna, one wax Yankee Voodte and one waxn’t. I’m not quite In that 
ct.us. 1 do knew the "Stan Spangled Banned" uihen I head it, and usually, i( the 
mtCoiu <4 not too obxcude I can decognize dome o( the cuddent populad muxic. 1 h 
1 he it .1 piece oi nixie about fifty timed 1 can Xing it. Of counxe, I pnovide 
vaniationx not included in the odiginal xcoae. and I don’t even know what "key" 
m earn; but I can entedtaln myxelf when I am xude I an alone. 

Neverthelexx, I took muxic lexxonx {od xix yeadx. Evedy Tuexday and evedy 
F-.idsu 1 dnagged my muxic doll and my detuctant feet to Miss Shugdo'x xtudio, 
and enduied a hati houd of todtude. Miss Shugdo counted time while I played. 

1 nevtd played mode than a iew badi until I would make a mixtake and have to xtadt 
ove\ again. Ax a xexult, I uxually achieved a mechanical knowledge o( the finxt 
pant oi the exedeixex, but 1 neven knew anything about the ending. I would caddy 
a xheet 0f muxic about with me until it finally mode out and went to piecex, but 
I neved knew the laxt JUnex. 

Hixx Shugdo once catted hed entide muxic ctaxx togethed and told ux xhe 
had decided to give pdizex at the end of, the yead (on excellence in odu wodk. 

She wax xude that each of ux could win a pnlze if xhe only idled, hie wede all 
talented, and with oud natudal gifts all we needed wax a little pnacllce. Thix 
special dlxpenxatlon did not bothed me at all. I went my uxual way and (Inatly 
spning, and the end o( the musical yead, addlved. One o( my (diendx told me that 
each 0( us wax going to deceive a pnlze. To xay that T wax xunpdlxed Is not 
adequate. My cunloxity knew no bounds. To save my soul I could not think 
o( any musical excellence o( mine that would medit a pnize. I gave it up, 
i( Miss Shugdo could think o( a pnlze (on me, she was an exceedingly sma.it lady. 


Ptui day came, and I received a poize (,or always being on time ion. my leoion ,\! 


The pool o( my musical education I hated most, the function that, to me, 
mas an agony almost beyond endurance, teas the yearly recital. On this supenb 
occassion the town came to the Opera House en mass c to heal us play. 


An Opera House in a town oi less than two thousand inhabitants is a 
tenet anachronism. The title, however, Is not In any way, related to iact, 
txU, since the gentleman who built the edliice thus iandiully dabbed it, it nn 
always the "Opera House" to us. How it houses some several cheviwlets and 
serves as a garage, but it is Still the Opera House. At diHerent stages in 
its career it served in varied capacities. Originally stock companies periorm ' 
there, and amateur theatricals were prodeced upon its stage, it woa in the cxiv 
oi a rehearsal ior the "Pied Piper oi Hamelin ," to which l was lending my 
incomparable histrionic ability in the part oi a big grey rat, that I a aw in tie 
shadow oi the wings, a gentleman kiss a young lady. For years I waited ior a tir 
surely iorth coming marriage. I am still waiting! Basketball games were play . 

the Arnisu Theatre presented "The Diamond From the Sky" and "The iron 
Claw." those worthu sosJnfs ni ™ 


Cfaw, ' those worthy serials oi an earlier day, within its portals. For a seasc 
■U became a skating rink, tdhen the Presbyterian Church was being rebuilt our 
services were held there and uniontunately, during the church era the signs c' ' 

iorwtr occuptations still decorated the build!no. A cousin oi ’ 


z . 1 adaptations still decorated the building. A cousin orf mine. irom~New 
i ’ adanpanied my mother to church there one Sunday morning. Being possess 
* * "e. ieJUt 0 & kumoJl he had to be led, choking, iron the "chare 

TZntuoJ L J MUj> }‘ L ha i /tead ’ '"Don't spit on the Floor." "No reversing," 
Jvuthci M hours,” "No skidding on the comers." "No Drunks Allowed"! Uy 
"other was so embarrassed I doubt ii she has ever iorgiven him. 


provided went oi the year, became a part oi the enter . im *t 

ffiS X Te °J2Z HEX- 3'^^ A best and leaked to death , 


tirvict* wtrt held there and untortunately, dwUng the church era the tigut of u 
cc captation* ttill deco Hated the building. A coui-i n of nine f^um, n<uu 
Volt, accompanied my mother to church theAe one Sunday morning. Being pooief,.; 
r» .t'miJ and devihth tente of humor he. had to be ted, choking, irom the "chi- 
upon whcte unit* he had Head, "Don't tpit on the Floor." "No reverting," 

Twenty Cent* an HouAi," "No ikidding on the cornen." "No Drunk* A Homed"! Hu 
mother aiu *o embirraited I doubt if the hat ever forgiven him. 

Oua red tat, the mutical event of the yeaA, became a pant of the entente ,«• 
provided at the Opera Houte. We, dretted In ouA bett and tcared to death, 
thivexed in the wingt white oua i fond and doting parent* waited out &Ax>nt fo* 
their pAodigie* to perform. The yearly program wat arranged according to atitt 
the beginnert appearing bint and the more ikitted player* coming, by way of c U 
at the end. A leedleti to tag, 1 wat alwayt one of the bint performer* of ti i 
evening. Even when my contemporariet were pretenting the grand iinate,, I, 
cvergrouM, awkward, tu^erlng an agony of thynett, itumbled acrott the itag anc 

played my Little "Tra la la La." At the second on the program in a clot* o 
twenty odd. Thote recital* did tomething to my tout-. 1 find I cannot tpeah 
them with levity; they tebt a permanent tear. 

finally, abler iix long yean, and teveral f rwitle*& rebeJUUou* at home 
I took matter* into my own hand*. When I urn created firom the ichool room to 
go to the ttudio, I tebt the tchoolroom but, I never did reach my dettinaticn 
l would hide for. half, an hour and read. When I un* b-inally ditcovered, and 
the mutic in my Lifae came to an abrupt but timely end, 1 wa* found behind the 
Epi*copal Church reading "The Call o{ the Wild!" 




Pasteurized 


last twenty years a battle has been raging 
that we inhabitants hare been In i 
enjoyed periods of com 
the winter months, when 

always known that permanent peace could 
The question Involved is of great magnitude and 


linton. I don't 
of siege all that time. We 
quiet, usually during 


iparativi 
skirmishing 


died down; 




s partisan and intolerant; 


neither side has shown any disposition to mellow with age. Pe 
ennlally, the fighting breaks out, now at a bridge party, now 
the Ladles Aid, now in the Jury room. Laldes grow Insulting, 
gentlemen angry, ohildren belligerent. Every year a 





s la vital; the citizens axe par 
tide has shoim any disposition t 


lan and intolerant; 
lellow with age. Per- 


annlally, the fighting breaks out, now 
the Ladies Aid, now in the Jury room, 
gentlemen angry, children belligerent. 


taken, an official 


regular 


le always the same; -Cowa are allowed 


at a bridge party, now at 
Laides grow insulting. 
Every year a vote is 
eleotion, and the outcome 
to walk the streets of 


Marl in ton unaccompanied. The county paper caxrlei 


headline. 


•Cows Kin Again1" 

The town is divided; religion, politics and scandal take 
a back seat when the cow question comes up. Mrs. Martin is the 
leader of the anti-cow party, and Mr. Snow heads the pro-oow 
faotion. These commanders are unforgiving, and uncompromising. 
Mrs. Martin and Mr. Snow haven't spoken for years. That 
haven't spoken tc each other; their loquaciousness on the burning 




r 


-d.es, increases daily. And their methc'J.i 
; always above reproach. Ers. Alton, an 


of proselyting are not always above reproach. Ers. Alton, an 
Anti—dow of several years standing, was heard voicing dedide U'; 
pko-cow sentiments, recently. Her surprised neighbors investi¬ 


gated and the awful truth v 


3 revealed. Ers, Alton had beei the 


recipient of several gifts of cream from Ur. Snowl 

The Pros, of course, are the cow owners. Naturally, they 
want their animals to eat grass, and the only grazing land ir. 
the valley is along the side-walks and.^>n?the vacant lots of t. £ 
town. The Antis, however, oomplain that therein lies the poll: 
of the whole situation. The cows not only graze on the va an. 
lota, hut also in the gardens and yards and shrubbery of t. 3 
citizens; and thii. in suite of the fact that high picket fencei 


ant thrlr animals to eat grass, ena me omy grating land In 
tba vallay la along the side-walks and^bn.tho vaoant Iota of the 
ton. Tba Antla, however, ooaplaln that therein lies the point 
of the whole situation. The cows not only graze on the v&ca; 
lots, but aleo In the gardens and yards and shrubbery of the 
oltlcons; and this, in spite of the faot that high pioket fences 
surround their property, Oates are sometimes left open by i arti- 
less people, and the indictment has been made, too, that se' erul 
cows have opened gates themselves. Each time a resident ar ea 
in the morning and finds his spinach devoured, the Antis gain 
oonvert, and the fighting breaks out afresh, 

A relative of ours from the city came to visit us one sui .or. 
One night he played bridge until past midnight with some frlei 
down the street. When he started home the town was dark, iix 
town light company, assuming that all good citizens were at home 


Pars t. Pasteurised 


and safe in their beds by midnight, cut off all the street lights 
at twelve o'clock. Any people who might be abroad after that late 
hour, should be ashamed of themselves, and glad to return home, 
unseen under cover of darkness. At any rate the young man started 
home, feeling his way along the fences. As he crept along the 
courthnuse walk he stumbled and fell over a formidable and lively 
object, a suddenly awakened cow. His Bcreams aroused the town. 

2, myself, have never been a zealous supporter of either 
party, i have tried to remain neutral. I am one of those horrid, 
splnelees, creatures who prefer peace at any price. But If I 
““ i mesa I am a pro. Although we haven't owned a 


y. I hnrn tried to remain neuiriu. x am »•» w » •»%/.»» 

•plneleee, oreatures who prefax poaoe at any price. But If I 
aa anythin*. I guess I am a pro. Although we haven't owned a 
cow for Many years I recollect a delightful parade of my youth. 

My father led the procession, carrying the milk bucket; I followed, 
cloee upon hie heels; Tackle, our lame Airedale dog, came next; 
and ay two cats brought up the rear. T7e r merched» morning and even¬ 
ing from our house to the barn. J?e all superintended the milking, 
and upon our return to the house assisted In the consumption of 
the milk. Our ritual never varied. The three bowls on the baok 
poroh and one in the kitchen were filled find emptied twice a day. 

One summer, after I had been absent for the better part of 
a year, I casually remarked that the island in the bend of the 
creek was a picturesque spot; the cows grazing there lent an 
atmosphere of rural pence rarely found in a town the 6lze of 



>7»iintnc. I realized ny ■ 
r aouth. The two Antis, i 



sen jfaticeably ooox ever 
was not lightened when I 


her leisurely way across the street. 

Even when I am absent I am kept informed as to developments 
Tils latest bulletin fro. the front oarriea surprising news. The 
cows them selves have taken up the Issue nos. Heretofore they hav 
shown little Interest in the affUr, remaining calm end plaoid 
and unconcerned. But the oonstant bickering io begUnlng to tell 
The oors are finally realizing that their far-famed contentment 


Is threatened. They 


finally realizing that their far-famed contentruer 
l. They have taken steps. Mr. Barnell's Daley, 
wilfully and with malice aforethought, on Tuesday laBt, had a 


;in's front yqrdl 



PLAIN TALES OF MOUNTAIN TRAILS 

I. The Midland Trail 

II. The Seneca Trail 











































THE MIDLAND TRAIL 







































